1 Beginnings -When Molecular Radio Astronomy Was Still Radio Astronomy
Introduction
The late 1960s and early 70s were an era of great excitement in all branches of radio astronomy. In spectral line research, 12 years after the detection of the first line, the 21 cm HI hyperfine structure (hfs) transition (Ewen & Purcell 1951) , finally the first molecule was found, the hydroxyl (OH) radical (Weinreb et al. 1963) .
The OH Λ-doublet transitions, as well as many other lines at m-, cmand(!) mm-wavelengths from a variety of molecules, had been identified as possible astronomical targets in a visionary article by Charles Townes (1957) 1 . Shortly after the detection of OH, Hoglund & Mezger (1965) The early history of "molecule-hunting", interesting us here, is well documented by the review by Snyder (1972; "Molecules in Space"), which gives a very useful introduction to molecular radio astronomy, that is still very much readable today. In the same volume, the review following Snyder's is by Winnewisser, Winnewisser, & Winnewisser and presents an equally excellent overview of the laboratory side of "Millimetre Wave Spectroscopy". 
